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Press Release 14 February 2019

Bukit Kukus Investigation —
Need for stern action against wrongdoers including MBPP

The Consumers Association of Penang calls for stern action to be taken against the wrongdoers who have been
found responsible for the fatal landslide tragedy at the construction site of the paired road project at Jalan Bukit
Kukus last October 17.

We have learnt from press reports that the special investigative committee set up by the Penang government
has found the Penang Island City Council (MBPP), the contractor Yuta Maju Sdn. Bhd, consultant Jurutera
Perunding GEA (M) Sdn. Bhd and independent checking engineer G&P Professional Sdn Bhd responsible for
the fatal incident that claimed 9 lives.

While we welcome the investigative committee’s findings as to who is responsible for the tragedy, we are
concerned that apart recommending the blacklisting of the contractor, consultant and independent checking
engineer from any tender consideration for future projects, and further investigations by the police, the Department
of Occupational Safety and Health (DOSH) and the Construction Industry Development Board, it appears that
no further stern action has been recommended.

In particular, we want to know what action is going to be taken against the MBPP for its failure to act by the
Penang State government. It is incumbent on the State government to hold the Mayor of the MBPP and the
officers accountable for their irresponsibility and dereliction of duties in failing to supervise the project.

This is no simple incident has 9 deaths have resulted and very stern action must be taken against the MBPP that
includes strong disciplinary action against the Mayor and officers responsible.

Otherwise, it will be business-as-usual in the MBPP as the officers will be allowed to go scot-free with impunity,
and nothing will be done to improve the standards of supervision and enforcement of the laws relating to
earthworks, construction and buildings, for which this agency is responsible for.

Safeguarding the public interest demands strong action against the MBPP and the other wrongdoers, who are
responsible for the death of innocent lives. This tragedy must serve as a good lesson to prevent further incidents
of such a nature.

We therefore call on the State government to make public what further actions will be taken and what improvements
will be done in the MBPP to prevent further landslide tragedies. We also call for the investigative committee’s
findings to be made public, in the interest of transparency and accountability.
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