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Press Release 18 Nov 2019

Earthworks On Steep Hill Slopes At Mount Erskine, Penang —
Sam Calls On Authorities To Explain Whats Going On

Sahabat Alam Malaysia (Sam) Is Gravely Concerned And Alarmed Over Earthworks And Hill-Cutting
Being Carried Out On Very Steep Slopes At Mount Erskine In Penang, Quite Close To The Mont Residence
Apartments In Tanjung Tokong.

Sam Was Alerted To The Hill-Cutting By Concerned Penangites, Who Shared Pictures Of The On-Going
Earthworks.

We Understand That a Significant Part Of The Hill Cutting Involves Slopes Above 250 Feet (75 m) And Are
On Very Steep Gradient Above 25 Degrees.

Sam Has Also Learnt That In September 2018, Penang Hills Watch (Phw), Which Is An Ngo Initiative, Alerted
The State Authorities And The Majlis Bandaraya Pulau Pinang (Mbpp) About The Hill Cutting Activities.

We Understand That Phw Was Informed That “Mitigation Works” Were Being Carried Out At The Site, Which
Is On Land Belonging To The State Government.

Sam Calls On The State Authority And The Mbpp To Explain What These “Mitigation Works” Are And How
Come Such Steep Slopes Are Being Cut And Cleared?

The State Policy Under The Penang Structure Plan Is To Protect Hill Lands And Not Allow Earthworks On
Lands Above 250 Feet Or Slopes Which Exceed 25-Degree Gradient, And Given That This Is Public Land,
We Are Alarmed That Such Hill-Cutting And Clearing Is Going On.

Further, We Are Very Concerned That With Many Parts Of The Slopes Being Bare, With This Rainy Season,
Serious Soil Erosion Will Result, Contributing To Landslips And Flash Floods In The Area.

We Are Very Worried Of a Repeat Of Landslide Tragedies Such As That At The Granito Site And The Bukit
Kukus In Paya Terubong Which Led To The Death Of Workers Working In The Area.

The State Authorities And The Mbpp Must Provide An Explanation Urgently On The On-Going Works, And
Also Take Urgent Measures To Prevent The Likely Environment And Social Impacts Caused By Such Hill-
Cutting And Earthworks Activities.
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