Consumers Association of Penang

EREEANS Qeorihi@, LwestL L memy gmisip | Websites:
WWW.CONSUMmer.org.my

! Persatuan Pengguna Pulau Pinang

PULAU PINANG,

10 Jalan Masjid Negeri, 11600 Pulau Pinang, Malaysia
Tel: 604-8299511 Fax: 604-8298109
email: consumerofpenang@gmail.com

Press Statement 20 November 2017

STOP EXPORTS TO SUSTAIN THE PRICE OF VEGETABLES AND FISH

The Consumers’ Association of Penang (CAP) calls on the Ministry of Domestic Trade, Co-Operatives and
Consumerism and Federal Agricultural Marketing Authority (FAMA) to take immediate steps to bring down the
prices of vegetables, fruits, and fish that have increased up to 300% in the past one week.

It was reported on 15 November 2017 that the rise in prices and shortages of vegetables and fish was due to the
prevailing monsoon season over the last few weeks.

We felt that anticipating a shortage during the monsoon season, Malaysia should stop the export of fish and
vegetables to other countries and it should continue the ban to meet the domestic demand until the monsoon

season 1S over.

The Following prices listed below give the comparative price.

No Items Old Price (RM) New Price (RM) Percentage

1. Lady’s finger 6.00 12.00 100%
(Bendi)

2. Long Beans 3.60 6.00 65%
(kacang panjang)

3. Sawi 3.50 6.00 65%

4. Beans 3.50 6.00 65%

5. Eggplant (Terung) 1.80 4.50 150%

6. Tomato 3.50 5.00 43%

7. Daun Bawang 3.00 12.00 300%

8. Parsley (Daun Sup) 3.00 11.00 265%

CAP calls on the Enforcement Division of the Ministry of Domestic Trade, Co-Operatives and Consumerism
to investigate the above price increases as average income earners will be badly affected by escalating prices of
goods. Food price increases do not match the slower rise in wages thus burdening consumers with escalating
living costs.

CAP has also been repeatedly calling for FAMA to take control of the marketing and distribution of vegetables
in the country but our calls have fallen on deaf ears. Such control is critical because consumers’ access to proper
diet is compromised with high cost of food.
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