
1

Marketing Section: 10 Jalan Padang Tembak, 11400 Air Itam, Pulau Pinang, Malaysia.  Tel: 604-8283511    

Persatuan Pengguna Pulau Pinang
Consumers Association of Penang

10 Jalan Masjid Negeri, 11600 Pulau Pinang, Malaysia
Tel: 604-8299511  Fax: 604-8298109
email: consumerofpenang@gmail.com

槟城消费人协会 Websites:
www.consumer.org.my

Press Statement                                                                                                           12 October 2016
    

Impose price control on pharmaceutical drugs
 
The Consumer Association of Penang calls for the urgent implementation of price control on 
pharmaceutical drugs. As stated by the Domestic Trade, Cooperatives and Consumerism Minister 
Datuk Seri Hamzah Zainuddin in a local daily, “Malaysians have been paying excessive prices for 
pharmaceutical drugs due to an absence of government control.” 
 
CAP has been calling for pharmaceutical drugs price control for years but it has fallen on deaf ears.   
Pharmaceutical drugs are an essential item and health is a basic need. Escalating drug prices put 
a tremendous strain on the financial resources of the Government and the public. It is about time 
pharmaceutical drug price control is implemented. 
 
A National Drug Pricing Control System can be introduced which will maintain the prices of drugs in 
the public and private sector at a level that is reasonable, stable and affordable. The effective use of an 
Essential Drugs List and the wide usage of more generic drugs as opposed to patent brands can also be 
encouraged and supported.
 
The absence of a price control has led to the present situation where drug prices vary from place to 
place. Prices are set based on volume purchases putting small operators at a disadvantage.  Consumers 
throughout the nation in rural and urban areas should be able to get the drugs they need at an affordable 
published price.  
 
The current economic climate is putting a strain on consumers and it is timely that price control on 
pharmaceutical drugs is instated. 
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